Welcome!
Welcome to the Ridenour Faculty Fellowship Conference on Distressed Cities. The Ridenour
Faculty Fellowship Fund is an endowment gift from the Strickler Family of Harrisonburg, VA to
honor Mr. Minnis Ridenour’s service to Virginia Tech and the State of Virginia and to foster the
creative advancement of faculty in the School of Public and International Affairs. In keeping
with the goals of the Fellowship Fund, the organizing principle of the conference is the broad
interdisciplinary exploration of distressed cities, and the implications for policy and practice.
Several goals drive the work of the conference.
First, the conference aims to be a creative, generative platform for interdisciplinary dialogue
and learning. The unconventional format brings faculty and guest speakers together in conversational settings with panel facilitators to explore the empirical and conceptual dimensions
of distressed cities and to generate new insights and connections. Each panel will include an
audience discussion, a rapporteur’s summary and audience highlights, and the conference
will conclude with a summary of insights and perspectives for theory and practice.
Second, the conference aims to highlight the vital work of scholars and practitioners across
our region and the country aimed at understanding and revitalizing the economic, social, political, cultural, and educational energies of cities and towns suffering from economic downturn.
We hope the conference will generate robust dialogue among practitioners, researchers, students, and residents to make progress in this vital effort. We want to highlight new areas of
research, possible ideas for practice, and potential for progress in addressing the priorities
and needs of cities and towns in distress.
Third, the conference aims to explore some of the intellectual synergies and creative possibilities of the School of Public and International Affairs. While individual faculty and students have
specific areas of research and scholarly expertise, and take on key pedagogical, research,
and outreach roles in their respective programs, our engagement across the School provides
another source of intellectual challenge and exploration. It is also an opportunity to explore
intellectual interests with our sister Schools across the College of Architecture and Urban
Studies.
We hope you enjoy the conference and contribute to a robust exchange of ideas.

Anne M. Khademian
Director, School of Public and International Affairs
College of Architecture and Urban Studies, Virginia Tech
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The Ridenour Faculty Fellowship

The Minnis E. Ridenour Faculty Fellowship is supported by an endowment gift from the Strickler Family of Harrisonburg, VA to honor Mr. Minnis Ridenour’s service to Virginia Tech and the
State of Virginia and to foster the creative advancement of faculty in the School of Public and
International Affairs thus enhancing the experiences for students in public administration. This
conference is made possible by the generous support of the Ridenour Faculty Fellowship
Fund and the commitment of Mr. Minnis Ridenour to the advancement of the School of Public
and International Affairs.

Minnis E. Ridenour joined Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University (Virginia Tech) in
1974 as the university’s Budget Director and Chief Business Officer. He later served as Vice
President for Finance until his promotion in 1987 to Executive Vice President. In May, 2001,
Mr. Ridenour was named Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer and served
in this position until 2004 when he announced his plan to retire and he assumed the position of Senior Fellow for Resource Development. Mr. Ridenour also served as Executive Vice

Mr. Ridenour teaches graduate level courses in financial management for governmental and

President of the Virginia Tech Foundation and served on the boards of other university related

non-profit entities. The work of the office of the Senior Fellow for Resource Development has

corporations. He headed the effort that resulted in restoring the Hotel Roanoke and served

provided outstanding graduate assistantship opportunities for developing policy and leader-

as a member of the Hotel Roanoke Conference Center Commission. As Senior Fellow, Mr.

ship skills of students in all three SPIA programs. His interest in and commitment to engaging

Ridenour was responsible for leading the effort to restructure higher education in the Com-

the challenging issues of our time provide creative and forward-thinking insights and workable

monwealth on behalf of Virginia Tech. In 2005, Mr. Ridenour retired from full-time service but

solutions. He is committed to advancing good public policy, to educating the public leaders

continues to assist the University with special initiatives such as the Arts Initiative, the NCAA

of tomorrow, and we are grateful to Minnis Ridenour and his wife Louise Ridenour, and to the

Recertification Process and the Virginia Bioinformatics Institute Scientific Review.

Strickler Family for their support.
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Program Overview

Thursday, 12 April 2012

Friday, 13 April 2012

10:00am-10:30am

Opening
Anne Khademian

10:30am-12:30pm

Dimensions of Distress
Facilitator: Joe Schilling
In conversation with:
Robert Beauregard, Terry Clements, Giselle Datz, John Provo

12:30pm-2:00pm

Lunch

2:00pm-3:30pm

Forms of Resilience
Facilitators: Margaret Cowell
and Patrick Roberts
In conversation with:
Laura Jensen, Max Stephenson,
Laura Zanotti, Yang Zhang
Video note by Kevin DeSouza

4:00pm-5:30pm

8

Public Participation as
Resource for Distressed Cities
Facilitator: Joe Rees
In conversation with:
Valerie Lemmie, Ken Reardon

09:00am-10:30am

Equitable Redevelopment
Facilitator: Derek Hyra
In conversation with:
Ralph Buehler, Matt Dull, John Randolph, Kris Wernstedt

10:30am-11:00pm

Social Entrepreneurship and
Placemaking: Transformative
Power Hidden in Plain View
Ed Walker

11:15pm-12:45pm

Art, Creativity & Economic Uplift
Facilitator: Sonia Hirt
In conversation with: Carol Becker

12:45pm-2:00pm

Lunch

2:00pm-4:00pm

Graduate Student Workshop
Facilitator: Jim Wolf
Students: Anja H. Bieri, Emily S.
Brock, Meredith Hundley, Kathryn
Shackelford

4:00pm-5:00pm

Concluding Session
Anne Khademian, Ralph Hall
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Dimensions of Distress

Program Details Thursday

Thursday, 10:30am-12:30pm

Exploring the Dimensions of Distressed Cities.
The intersection of theory, policy, and emerging practices.

For decades scholars, community leaders, and policymakers have grappled with the plight
of distressed cities. Driven by a convergence of sprawl, deindustrialization, racial tensions,
crime, and property abandonment, many cities—large and small—have struggled to overcome the chronic cycle of neighborhood decay. While long associated with older industrial
cities, urban distress is now a major challenge for fast growing cities and inner ring suburbs
thanks to the Great Recession and recent foreclosure crisis.

Facilitator:

Within the past five years policymakers and practitioners are testing new, place-based initia-

Joe Schilling, Urban Affaris and Planning, Metropolitan Institute, VT

tives for addressing different scales of neighborhood decline under the rubric of shrinking
cities. A new generation of planners, designers, and community developers in such cities as

In conversation with:

Cleveland, Detroit, and Baltimore are pushing the boundaries and experimenting with new

Robert Beauregard, Graduate School of Architecture, Planning, and

models for repurposing vacant land and surplus buildings that could reconfigure abandoned

Preservation, Columbia University

neighborhoods. The Obama Administration’s recent Strong Cities-Strong Communities ini-

Terry Clements, Landscape Architecture, VT

tiative, with support from private foundations, is launching its own recipe for cross-agency

Giselle Datz, Government and International Affairs, VT

collaborations that tailors policy interventions across a spectrum of different communities.

John Provo, Office of Economic Development, VT
This session will explore what it means to be a distressed city across different scales, disciplines, and the vantage points of scholarship and field work. Leading urban scholar Robert
Beauregard will provide a road map on the history and geography of shrinking US cities and
will join in conversation with VT Professor Joe Schilling to share their thoughts on emerging
initiatives that reclaim vacant properties, reconfigure abandoned neighborhoods, and create
greener and more livable communities. VT Professors Clements, Datz, and Provo will respond
with their respective cross-disciplinary perspectives of design, global and international affairs,
and rural/small town economic development.
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Program Details Thursday

Forms of Resilience
Thursday, 2:00pm-3:30pm

Exploring history, geography, and culture’s impact on resilience.

Facilitators:

Having painted the big picture of the dimensions of distress in the first panel, this panel looks

Margaret Cowell, Urban Affairs and Planning, VT

at attempts to build resilience within particular regions in the US and internationally. Panelists

Patrick Roberts, Center for Public Administration and Policy, VT

are invited to present and discuss successful or difficult-but-informative cases of revitalization, recovery, and resilience.

In conversation with:
Laura Jensen, Center for Public Administration and Policy, VT

The panelists focus on different stages of distress—sometimes acute disasters, and some-

Max Stephenson, Institute for Policy and Governance, VT

times long-term chronic challenges—but all share a concern for place, and for how commu-

Laura Zanotti, Department of Political Science, VT

nities can recover. Some panelists understand resilience as a question of building capacity,

Yang Zhang, Urban Affairs and Planning, VT

while others see cases where resilience is more socially constructed, rooted in the ways in
which communities and state organizations see their relationship to the world.

Video note by:
Kevin DeSouza, Metropolitan Institute, VT

12

13

Program Details Thursday

Public Participation as Resource
for Distressed Cities
Thursday, 4:00pm-5:30pm

Public participation is foundational to democracy, yet meaningful participation is rarely
achieved due to resource and time constraints for both members of the public and the government organizations responsible for engaging the public. More fundamentally, public leaders and government agencies often lack the knowledge and experience needed to build
meaningful participatory processes that provide input, energy and can identify directions for

Exploring public participation for distressed cities not only as a necessary process but as a resource for taking on the most difficult problems.

progress on difficult public problems. This challenge is compounded in cities and towns in
distress.

This panel will explore public participation for distressed cities not only as a necessary proFacilitator:

cess but as a resource for taking on the most difficult problems. Dr. Ken Reardon director of

Joe Rees, Center for Public Administration and Policy, Virginia Tech

the Graduate Program in City & Regional Planning of the University of Memphis brings years
of experience as a leading scholar and practitioner of participatory action research, engaging

In conversation with:

residents in East St. Louis, Ithaca, Memphis, New Orleans, and others to lead in planning for

Valerie Lemmie, District Director Congressman Turner, Ohio,

equitable, safe, and positive futures. Valerie Lemmie, District Director for Ohio Congressman

former city manager of Dayton and Cincinnati, Ohio

Turner, former city manager of Petersburg, Virginia, Dayton and Cincinnati Ohio, a scholar-in-

Ken Reardon, City and Regional Planning, University of Memphis

residence at the Kettering Foundation, and an Inclusive Management Fellow with the Center
for Public Administration and Policy, also brings years of experience as a leader in public
participatory efforts. Dr. Joe Rees of the Center for Public Administration and Policy will facilitate a discussion that explores ongoing challenges to plan for public housing in Memphis,
and efforts to include the public in a broad range of civic challenges in Dayton, Cincinnati, St.
Louis and elsewhere.

Ken, Valerie and Joe will critically explore these real world participatory efforts, the benefits for
cities and towns, and the difficulties and challenges. The panel will draw on the theoretical
ideas surrounding participation and the reality of participatory efforts on the ground to raise
questions and draw some conclusions about the value and importance of public participation.
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Program Details Friday

Equitable Redevelopment Strategies
Friday, 9:00am-10:30am

Exploring the Dimensions of Distressed Cities.
The intersection of theory, policy, and emerging practices.

While sessions one and two explored types of distress and resilience, this session will build on
those conversations by embarking in a dialogue that addresses multiple strategies to promote
redevelop in troubled cities and communities in a fair and just manner. This discussion will
focus on an array of policy tools that can help facilitate revitalization and yet minimize existing
social and economic disparities. Panelists will speak about how their unique research and
practical experiences relate to issues of development, social justice and economic equality.

Overall, this panel will tackle the broad question of how can scholars help to promote the
Facilitator:
Derek Hyra, Urban Affaris and Planning, SPIA, VT

revitalization of disadvantaged cities and communities in innovative ways that are economical, sustainable and benefit vulnerable populations. This panel will be moderated by Derek
Hyra (UAP) and will engage Ralph Buehler (UAP), Mathew Dull (CPAP), John Randolph (UAP)

In conversation with:
Ralph Buehler, Urban Affairs and Planning, VT
Matthew Dull, Center for Public Administration and Policy, VT

and Kris Wernstedt (UAP) in a collective conversation about equitable development strategies
across a variety of topics including transportation, participatory democracy and governance,
energy sustainability and environmental justice.

John Randolph, Urban Affairs and Planning, VT
Kris Wernstedt, Urban Affairs and Planning, VT

Panelists will be asked to respond to the following set of questions: what are the challenges to
stimulating redevelopment in distressed areas; what are the policy tools at the local, state and
federal level that can help facilitate redevelopment and minimize social and economic inequality; what do we mean by equitable redevelopment; in what way do race and ethnicity relate to
social and economic distress and what are some strategies for addressing racial inequality;
what are your biggest concerns in distressed cities and what are the things you would do to
alleviate these issues; and how important is the democratic process to ensuring fair and just
redevelopment outcomes in distressed places?
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Social Entrepreneurship and

Program Details Friday

Placemaking: Transformative Power
Hidden in Plain View
Friday, 10:30am-11:00am

Ed Walker, Social Entrepreneur, Roanoke, VA
Organiser of CityWorks (X)PO 2011 and Visionary

Ed Walker will speak to us about his experience as a social entrepreneur in Roanoke, VA
and about his visions of placemaking. As a dynamic visionary and mover and shaker in our
region he started the small cities movement with an initial conference with a vibrant exchange
of ideas called CityWorks (X)po which took place in October last year in Roanoke. The 2012
version is already being planned, so make sure you don’t miss this opportunity to meet planners, practitioners, scholars, artists, activists and interested people of all backgrounds and
expertise. citiworksexpo.com
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Program Details Friday

Art, Creativity, and Economic Uplift
Friday, 11:15am-12:45pm

Exploring the role of artists in urban revitalisation and
engaging in a dialogue between artists and planners.

The School of Public and International Affairs together with the School of Visual Arts at the
College of Architecture and Urban Studies invite you to an extraordinary exploration of creativity and urban design.

In this session, Professor Carol Becker reflects on the role of art and artists in urban revitalization. How have artists helped distressed cities? How have cities helped artists? Most of us are
Facilitator:

familiar with “success stories” like New York where artists deserve credit for bringing certain

Sonia Hirt, Urban Affairs and Planning, SPIA, Virginia Tech

urban districts back to life, while often acting in opposition to restrictions that were imposed
by urban planners. The artists, one may argue, were much more visionary than the planners.

In conversation with:

How can the artistic vision and imagination be applied to other cities? What would we know

Carol Becker, Dean, School of The Arts, Columbia University

about cities and their revitalization if urban policy-makers involved artists more actively in
the planning process? What is the actual value added that artists have brought to cities, not
just because of how they have benefitted developers but in the gestures they have made to
particular urban environments and the way in which they have related so specifically to place?
Can the role of artists be understood if we apply Richard Florida’s “creative class” concept or
does this concept fail to grasp the complexity of the artists’ contribution?
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Graduate Student Workshop

Graduate Student Posters

Friday, 2:00pm-4:00pm

Students are present at lunch times to discuss posters.

Exploring graduate student’s research in regard to Distressed Cities
and an opportunity to exchange ideas on works in progress.

Exploring graduate student’s research in regard to Distressed Cities
and an opportunity to exchange ideas on works in progress.

SPIA graduate students explore urban distress with their research and engage in an exchange

Please come and see our graduate student posters. The students will be present during lunch

with guest speakers, faculty, guests and fellow students. Join us for this workshop!

breaks and looking forward to discuss them with you.

Facilitator: James Wolf

Anja Haelg Bieri, Urban Affairs and Planning, Doctoral Candidate

Patrick Burke, Urban & Regional Planning, and International Program, Master Student

Blacksburg Walks –Interactive Documentary Art for Urban Planning Education and Research

together with Trevor Flanery, Planning, Governance, and Globalization, Doctoral Student
The Resilience Challenge or Darwin City: Where Resilience Counts

Emily Swenson Brock , Center for Public Administration and Policy, Doctoral Student
Cities’ Fiscal Distress and the Underfunded Public Pension

Rachel Gabriele, Public Administration, Master Student
Reinvention through Restoration: Historic Preservation in Distressed Cities

Meredith Hundley, Center for Public Administration and Policy, Doctoral Student
Transforming Distressed Cities through Fiber-based Cyberinfrastructure

Sarah Surak, Planning, Governance, and Globalization, Doctoral Candidate
Crisis and theft: Illicit activities as a driver of production

Kathryn Shackelford, Urban Affairs and Planning, Masters Student
Quality Places: The Transformative Impact of Good Urban Design
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Participants

Robert Beauregard Carol Becker Anja Haelg Bieri Emily Swenson Brock Ralph Buehler Anamaria Bukvic Patrick Burke Terry
Clements Maggie Cowell Melanie Darden Giselle Datz Kevin Desouza Matthew Dull Amanda Fawkes Justin Fine Trevor Flanery
Rachel Gabriele Houston Griffith Ralph Hall Sonia Hirt Meredith
Hundley Derek Hyra Laura Jensen Anne Khademian Valerie Lemmie Beth Offenbacker John Provo John Randolph Ken Reardon
Joe Rees Patrick Roberts Joe Schilling Kathryn Shackelford Max
Stephenson Sarah Surak Bob Stripling Ed Walker Kris Wernstedt
James Wolf Krystal Wright Laura Zanotti Yang Zhang and many
volunteers from throughout the College of Architecture and Urban
Studies and the Graduate Assistants of the Office of the Senior Fellow for Resource Development. Thank you!
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Robert A. Beauregard

Carol Becker

Robert A. Beauregard is a Professor of Urban Planning in the Graduate School of Architec-

Carol Becker s Dean of Columbia University School of the Arts. She is the author of The

ture, Planning, and Preservation, Columbia University. He is chair of the Doctoral Subcommit-

Invisible Drama: Women and the Anxiety of Change; Zones of Contention: Essays on Art,

tee on Urban Planning and teaches courses on planning theory, urban redevelopment policy,

Institutions, Gender and Anxiety. She is also the editor of Surpassing the Spectacle: Global

social theory, and research design. His PhD is in city and regional planning from Cornell

Transformations and the Changing Politics of Art and Artist in Society: Rights, Roles, and

University and he has a degree in architecture from RISD. He previously taught at The New

Responsibilities. Her most recent collection of essays is Thinking in Place: Art, Action, and

School, University of Pittsburgh, and Rutgers University, and has been a visiting professor

Cultural Production.

at UCLA and the Helsinki University of Technology. Beauregard’s research focuses mainly
on urbanization in the United States with particular attention to industrial city decline after

She was Dean of Faculty and Vice-President for Academic Affairs at the School of the Art

World War II – a story told in Voices of Decline: The Postwar Fate of US Cities (Routledge,

Institute of Chicago before coming to Columbia University. She travels widely and lectures on

2003ed.) -- and to current urban growth and decline with specific attention to shrinking cities.

issues of art and society.

His most recent book is When America Became Suburban (University of Minnesota Press,
2006). Currently, Beauregard is working on (a) the application of actor-network theory to
planning practice, (b) shrinking cities with papers on strategic planning for severely-distressed
neighborhoods and the demographics of central city and metropolitan depopulation, and (c)
a history of the moral geography of nations.
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Anja H. Bieri

Emily S. Brock

Anja is a Ph.D. candidate in the School of Public and International Affairs in the College of Ar-

Emily Swenson Brock is a Ph.D. student at the Center for Public Administration and Policy at

chitecture and Urban Studies at Virginia Tech. Her dissertation focuses on the social practice

Virginia Tech. Her research interests include public and nonprofit financial management, pub-

of walking and how its forms and imaginaries evolve in relation to the environment and the

lic pension reform, rulemaking and fiber infrastructure planning. In her current role as a gradu-

mode of production. In her approach she uses social anthropology, geography, critical theory

ate assistant in the Office of the Senior Fellow for Resource Development, Emily develops and

and documentary art. She is interested in the socio-spatial dialectic of walking to analyze

teaches a course sequence focusing on the study of Public Financial Management. Before

planning theory’s ‘walkability’ and ‘walkable urbanism’. Anja is currently a Graduate Research

continuing her studies at Virginia Tech, Emily was a commercial relationship manager at a na-

Assistant with the Office of the Senior Fellow for Resource Development, where she was

tional bank where she served as the sole bank liaison to government, quasi-governmental and

given the opportunity to work on the development of the 2012 Ridenour Faculty Fellowship

non-profit clients. Emily has also taught in the MBA program in the Mason School of Business

Conference on Distressed Cities. Prior to working with Minnis Ridenour she was a Graduate

at the College of William and Mary. Emily holds a BA in Political Science from Virginia Tech and

Teaching Assistant in the School of Performing Arts and Cinema for digital cinema production

an MBA from the College of William and Mary.

and art history. She also taught in SPIA as an instructor for an interdisciplinary special study
class involving interactive documentary art for the study of food systems in Blacksburg, VA.
This community engaging project can be explored at www.blacksburgwalks.spia.vt.edu
Other research interests concern aesthetic education in urban studies, and the use of the arts
and the concept of creativity in urban revitalization, a topic most dear to her as she worked as
a dramaturg and director in the performing arts in Europe for many years. Anja holds a BA in
Sociology/Anthropology/Political Science from the Université de Lausanne, Switzerland, and
an MA in Theatre Directing from the Universität der Künste in Berlin, Germany.
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Ralph Buehler

Anamaria Bukvic

Dr. Ralph Buehler is Assistant Professor of Urban Affairs & Planning and a Faculty Fellow with

Anamaria Bukvic is a Ph.D. candidate in the Planning, Governance and Globalization (PGG)

the Metropolitan Institute at Virginia Tech in Alexandria, VA. Originally from Germany, most of

Program at Virginia Tech. She completed her Bachelor’s degree from the University of Zagreb,

his research has an international comparative perspective, contrasting transport and land-use

Croatia, and later obtained a Master’s of Science and Master’s of Community Planning from

policies, transport systems, and travel behavior in Western Europe and North America. His

the University of Cincinnati. Anamaria also gained professional experience as a researcher in

research falls into three areas: (1) the influence of transport policy, land use, socio-demo-

environmental health and served as an environmental consultant and program coordinator

graphics on travel behavior; (2) bicycling, walking, and public health; and (3) public transport

on various projects. Her past academic and professional (multidisciplinary) experience drives

demand, supply, and regional coordination. Including national and international best prac-

her dedication to utilize a holistic approach in tackling complex contemporary issues in com-

tices, his work informs policy makers at local, regional, and federal levels. Dr. Buehler is the

munity/environmental planning through research, interpretation, and outreach. Her research

author of reports to the German and U.S. federal governments, the Brookings Institution and

focuses on planning for climate change adaptation and more specifically community reloca-

BMW as well as over 25 refereed articles in academic journals in the area of urban planning,

tions. She is investigating whether relocation can serve as a workable adaptation concept and

public health, and transport. Dr. Buehler is co-editor of the forthcoming book City Cycling (MIT

practical solution to sea-level rise in coastal communities, and is developing a set of participa-

Press) that offers a guide to urban cycling in Western Europe and North America. In 2008, Dr.

tory decision-making tools that could support a voluntary relocation process should one be

Buehler’s dissertation comparing travel behavior and transport policy in Germany and the U.S.

necessary once climate change impacts intensify.

was selected as the best dissertation in planning by the Association of Collegiate Schools of
Planning. Dr. Buehler is the incoming Chair of the Transportation Research Board’s Committee on Bicycle Transportation.
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Terry Clements

Margaret Cowell

Terry L. Clements, ASLA, is Associate Professor in the Landscape Architecture Program,

Margaret Cowell, PhD is an Assistant Professor of Urban Affairs and Planning at Virginia Tech

School of Architecture + Design at Virginia Tech. She received a MLA from the University of

in Alexandria and a Faculty Fellow at the Metropolitan Institute. She received her Doctorate

California Berkeley and a BLA from SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry.

in City and Regional Planning from Cornell University. Dr. Cowell’s recent research examines

Her research focuses on the design education and pedagogy, place and placemaking, and

industrial Midwestern metropolitan regions in the United States to better understand how they

women in landscape architecture. Her teaching actively involved communities in envision-

utilized economic development in the face of economic restructuring during the early 1980s.

ing possibilities of place-making and community building through improvements to the built

Using a combination of both economic data and qualitative data collected from interviews

environment.

with former stakeholders in nine case study regions, she identified how local reactions to this
prolonged economic downturn were fashioned, whom they involved, and in what ways they
contributed to or detracted from regional resilience in these metropolitan areas. Dr. Cowell
is now working to complete a book manuscript based on this research. She is also currently
a member of the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation-funded research project,
“Building Resilient Regions”, an interdisciplinary team of scholars and practitioners investigating why regions matter now, what constitutes resilience in the face of these challenges, and
what factors help to build and sustain regional resilience. Her other recent research includes
an assessment of the innovation cluster potential at a new Department of Homeland Security
facility in a previously disenfranchised Washington, DC neighborhood. The Economic Development Administration-funded project involves an economic analysis of the DHS economy
and its role in the Washington, DC capital region, as well as interviews and focus groups with
DHS employees, related contractors, and neighborhood groups.
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Giselle Datz

Kevin DeSouza

Giselle Datz is Assistant Professor of Government and International Affairs at SPIA. Her re-

Dr Kevin C. Desouza is the director of the Metropolitan Institute and an associate professor at

search focuses on financial crises, sovereign debt restructuring processes, and pension re-

the Center for Public Administration and Policy at Virginia Tech. Before joining Virginia Tech,

form in emerging markets. Her recent publications include: . “What Life after Default? Time

he was an associate professor at the University of Washington (UW) Information School and

Horizons and the Outcome of the Argentine Debt Restructuring Deal” (Review of International

held adjunct appointments in the UW’s College of Engineering and at the Daniel J. Evans

Political Economy), “State of Change: Global Turmoil and Government Reinvention” (Public

School of Public Affairs. At UW, he co-founded and directed the Institute for Innovation in

Administration Review), and “The Inextricable Link between Sovereign Debt and Pensions in
Argentina, 1993-2010” (Latin American Politics and Society).

Information Management (I3M); founded the Institute for National Security Education and
Research, an inter-disciplinary, university-wide initiative, in August 2006 and served as its
director until February 2008; and was an affiliate faculty member of the Center for American
Politics and Public Policy. He holds a visiting professorship at the Faculty of Economics,
University of Ljubljana. He has held visiting positions at the Center for International Studies at
the London School of Economics and Political Science, the University of the Witwatersrand
in South Africa, the Groupe Sup de Co Montpellier (GSCM) Business School in France, and
the Accenture Institute for High Business Performance in Cambridge, Massachusetts (USA).
Desouza has authored, co-authored, and/or edited nine books and has published more than
125 articles in prestigious practitioner and academic journals. His work has also been featured by a number of publications such as Sloan Management Review, Harvard Business
Review, Businessweek, Computerworld, and Human Resource Management International
Digest. He has been interviewed by the press on outlets such as Voice of America, among
others. Desouza has advised, briefed, and/or consulted for major international corporations
and government organizations on strategic management issues ranging from management
of information systems, to knowledge management, competitive intelligence, government
intelligence operations, and crisis management. Desouza has received over $1.4 million in
research funding from both private and government organizations.
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Matthew Dull

Amanda Fawkes

Matt Dull, PhD is an Assistant Professor in Virginia Tech’s Center for Public Administration

Amanda Fawkes is the program coordinator for the Office of the Senior Fellow for Resource

& Policy. His research looks at the interplay between political institutions, public policies,

Development. She is a graduate of Laurentian University in Sudbury, ON. Prior to her work at

and public administration. His scholarship on congressional oversight, agency appointees,

Virginia Tech, Amanda spent 6 years as a wilderness instructor and family service worker at

program design, and administrative reform has been published in leading journals including

New Dominion School for boys, an outdoor therapeutic wilderness school in Dillwyn, VA. Cur-

Public Administration Review, Journal of Public Administration Research & Theory, Presiden-

rently, Amanda lives in Blacksburg, VA with her husband Mike and sons, Andrew and William.

tial Studies Quarterly, Legislative Studies Quarterly, and Policy Studies Journal. His dissertation on performance measurement in the federal government was recognized with the 2008
American Political Science Association White Award for best dissertation in public administration. That project forms the basis of ongoing research on efforts to reform government
by measuring its results. His research and outreach have been supported by the Dirksen
Congressional Research Foundation, the IBM Center for the Business of Government, the
Brookings Institution, Virginia Tech’s Institute for Society, Culture, and the Environment, the
Rappahannock United Way, ACT for Alexandria, and the City of Alexandria, VA. Dr. Dull is
based at Virginia Tech’s Alexandria Center. He lives in Washington, DC with his wife Rachel.
Learn more about Dr. Dull here (http://mdull.wordpress.com/).
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Justin Fine

Ralph Hall

Justin Fine is a senior at Virginia Tech studying in the field of film production. Born in California

Ralph P. Hall is an Assistant Professor in the School of Public and International Affairs. He has

and raised in Washington D.C. Justin has shown a pension for creativity in the arts since a

over a decade of academic and professional experience in applying the concept of sustain-

young age, prompting his pursuit of a degree in the arts. He has pursued a breadth of film

able development to large-scale infrastructure systems with a specific emphasis on transpor-

studies and production at Virginia Tech, ranging from a very personal documentary about his

tation, water supply, and sanitation systems. In 2011, Dr. Hall completed a textbook with Prof.

father to experimental pieces exploring the rhythm and texture of film. Justin has also partici-

Nicholas Ashford (MIT) entitled Technology, Globalization, and Sustainable Development:

pated in the growing youth outreach program “Blue Ridge Stories” created by Virginia Tech

Transforming the Industrial State. This textbook presents a comprehensive analysis of the

professors Paul Harrill and Ashley Maynor. Operating out of the Taubman Museum of Art in

ways in which industrial states are currently unsustainable and how economic and social wel-

Roanoke, VA, Justin oversaw and served as a mentor to local area middle school children in

fare are related to the environment, to public health and safety, and to earning capacity and

their efforts to research, produce and exhibit short documentary films. Justin recently pushed

meaningful and rewarding employment. The textbook argues for the design of multipurpose

his creative envelope further by undertaking interdisciplinary undergraduate research under

solutions to the sustainability challenge that integrate economics, employment, technology,

the tutelage of Dr. Karl Precoda, creating an experimental narrative short film. Justin was

environment, industrial development, national and international law, trade, finance, and public

recently accepted into the Creative Technologies M.F.A. program at Virginia Tech where he

and worker health and safety. Dr. Hall is currently working with several transportation academ-

hopes to continue to explore new creative tools and career paths.

ics from around the world on a new textbook entitled Sustainability in Transportation: Making
it Count. This textbook will provide students and practitioners with a deep understanding of
the basic concepts of sustainability as well as a coherent framework for how to apply them
consistently in the context of transportation planning, management, and decision making at
different levels. Dr. Hall also has an active research agenda that studies the impact of water
and sanitation services in developing regions. Since 2008, he has led large-scale studies in
Colombia, Senegal, and Mozambique. He is currently supporting a new research project in
Tanzania that will study the impact of urban water projects in two major cities.
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Sonia Hirt

Meredith Hundley

Sonia A. Hirt holds doctoral and master’s degrees in urban planning from the University of

Meredith Hundley is a PhD student at the Center for Public Administration and Policy (CPAP)

Michigan, Ann Arbor. She is currently a tenured Associate Professor at the School of Public

at Virginia Tech. Her research interests revolve around issues of social equity, the third sector,

and International Affairs at Virginia Tech. Last year, Hirt was a Visiting Associate Professor at

and the impacts of technology on society, including the digital divide and fiber infrastructure

the Graduate School of Design of Harvard University, where she taught Urbanism in Europe

initiatives in communities. In one of her current projects, she is investigating the applicability

and served as a design critic in the Second Semester Urban Planning Studio. Hirt has over

of the theory of public values failure to the case of utility infrastructure, specifically for broad-

forty scholarly and professional publications in the area of history and theory of urban form,

band internet services, in rural areas and the use of cooperatives to counter these instances

urban design and urban planning, with an emphasis on culture and built forms, public and

of public values failure. Her work as a graduate assistant in the Office of the Senior Fellow

private spaces (especially privatization and commercialization of space), and comparative

for Resource Development centers on regional efforts to develop fiber internet infrastructure

and “postmodern” urbanism. She is interested in the complex social meanings of the built

for community and economic development. She is also the current Editorial Assistant for the

environment. She strives to place the evolution of urban design and urban planning ideas

academic journal, Administration & Society. Additionally, Meredith is the President of Public

in relation to ideas in architecture and other arts and humanities, as well as in select social

Administrators at Virginia Tech (PAVT), a graduate student organization at Virginia Tech. Prior

sciences, such as geography and sociology. She is especially interested—and has published

to beginning the doctoral program at Virginia Tech, she undertook doctoral coursework at

repeatedly—on the topic of privatization of space, including new practices of territorial de-

Virginia Commonwealth University in Public Policy and Administration. Meredith earned her

marcation (e.g., gated communities and “private cities”). Hirt is the author of: Iron Curtains:

BA in Sociology and Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies from University of Richmond in

Gates, Suburbs and Privatization of Space in the Post-socialist City (Wiley-Blackwell, 2012)

2007 and her Master of Public Administration (MPA) from Virginia Commonwealth University

and Twenty Years of Transition: The Evolution of Urban Planning in Eastern Europe and the

in 2008.

Former Soviet Union, 1989-2009 (UN-HABITAT, 2009, with K. Stanilov). She is the editor of
The Urban Wisdom of Jane Jacobs (Routledge, 2012). She is currently working on a new
book tentatively entitled Urban Planning and the American Dream. She serves as Associate
Editor of the Journal of Architectural and Planning Research and of Review of European Studies. She also serves on the editorial board of Urban Design International.
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Derek Hyra

Laura S. Jensen

Derek S. Hyra is an Associate Professor of Urban Affairs and Planning at Virginia Tech. His

Laura Jensen is an Associate Professor in the Center for Public Administration and Policy.

research focuses on inner city economic development, with an emphasis on housing, urban

Dr. Jensen earned her M.P.A. (1991) and Ph.D. (1996) in Political Science from the University

politics and race. Dr. Hyra is the author of The New Urban Renewal: The Economic Trans-

of Connecticut while serving in elected municipal office. She also holds an M.F.A. in Music

formation of Harlem and Bronzeville (University of Chicago Press 2008). He is currently

Composition from Princeton University, and a B.A. in Music from Wellesley College. Her re-

working on his second book, which investigates the topics of race, class and politics in Wash-

search on U.S. social welfare policy has been recognized by the National Endowment for

ington, DC’s redeveloping Shaw/U Street neighborhood. Dr. Hyra has received grants from

the Humanities and the American Political Science Association. Dr. Jensen is also known for

the Rockefeller Foundation, the Social Science Research Council and the U.S. Department of

her work on American political development, government accountability, and federalism and

Housing and Urban Development, and his research has been showcased in both academic

intergovernmental relations. She (and co-author Sheila Kennedy) won the 2005 award for the

journals, such as City & Community and Urban Affairs Review, and popular media outlets,

best paper on ethics and accountability in the public sector from the University of Pittsburgh’s

including the British Broadcasting Corporation, Chicago Public Radio, C-SPAN, The New

Johnson Institute for Responsible Leadership. Her current research explores breast cancer

York Times, and The Washington Post. Prior to joining Virginia Tech, Dr. Hyra worked at the

health disparities in rural, southwest Virginia. Her work has been supported by the Ford Foun-

U.S. Department of the Treasury, investigating the predictors and consequences of the sub-

dation, the Dirksen Congressional Center, the Virginia Department of Health, and the Virginia

prime lending crisis, and at the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, where

Tech Institute for Society, Culture, and the Environment. In addition to Patriots, Settlers, and

he examined the community-level impact of national urban legislation, such as the Commu-

the Origins of American Social Policy (Cambridge, 2003), Dr. Jensen has published book

nity Development Block Grant, the Empowerment Zones and the HOPE VI program. He is a

chapters and articles in The Review of Politics, Public Administration Review, P.A. Times,

research affiliate of the National Poverty Center, an affiliated scholar of the Urban Institute, a

Polity, Studies in American Political Development, Peabody Journal of Education, Law and

member of the U.S. Small Business Administration’s Council on Underserved Communities,

History Review, Perspectives on Politics, and Historical Methods. She serves on the editorial

a faculty fellow of the Metropolitan Institute, and the chair of the Alexandria Redevelopment

executive committee of Social Science History.

and Housing Authority. He received his B.A. from Colgate University and his Ph.D. from the
University of Chicago.
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Anne Khademian

Valerie Lemmie

Professor Anne M. Khademian is the director for Virginia Tech’s School of Public and Interna-

In July 2011, Ms. Lemmie accepted the position of District Director for Congressman Turner.

tional Affairs (SPIA) in the College of Architecture and Urban Studies, and professor with the

Having worked with the Congressman when he was Mayor of Dayton, Ohio, she looked for-

Center for Public Administration and Policy (CPAP). Her research interests focus on leadership

ward to continuing her public service career with a distinguished leader and thinker. Prior to

and organizational culture, inclusive management, policy networks, and the work of organizations involved in homeland security and financial regulation. She is the author of numerous articles on public management and public policy, and the books Working with Culture: The Way

joining Congressman Turner, Ms. Lemmie served a five-year term on the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) where she was active in state regulatory organizations. Prior to her
appointment as Commissioner, Ms. Lemmie had a distinguished career in local government
serving as city manager for the cities of Petersburg, Virginia, Dayton and Cincinnati Ohio. Early

the Job Gets Done in Public Programs (CQ Press, 2002), Checking on Banks: Autonomy and

in her public service career, Ms. Lemmie was the deputy director of the D.C. Department of

Accountability in Three Federal Agencies (Brookings, 1996), and The SEC and Capital Market

Consumer and Regulatory Affairs where she was responsible for the oversight of state regula-

Regulation: The Politics of Expertise Before joining Virginia Tech, Professor Khademian was a

tory functions, including land use and zoning, facility citing and permitting, and environmental

research fellow at the Brookings Institution, and taught at the University of Wisconsin, Madi-

standards and protection. She was later appointed Arlington County, Virginia’s first Director of

son, the University of Michigan, and the University of Pennsylvania. She served as a co-editor
for the Journal of Public Administration Research and Theory, and is a member of several
editorial boards for public administration and policy journals. She is the incoming editor of

Environmental Services. She also served as the local government representative on President
Clinton’s Greenhouse Gas Advisory Committee and more recently as the local government
member of House Speaker Dennis Hastert’s Committee on Urban Redevelopment. Ms. Lemmie has been an adjunct professor at both Howard University and the University of Dayton,

the Administrative Profiles section in Public Administration Review. In 2009, she was named

teaching courses in consumer affairs and public administration. She has also been a Fellow

a Fellow with the National Academy of Public Administration. Anne holds a BA in Political Sci-

at the Center for Excellence in Municipal Management at George Washington University and

ence and an MPA from Michigan State University, and a Ph.D. from Washington University in

a scholar-in-residence at the Kettering Foundation. She is also an Inclusive Management Fel-

St. Louis in Political Science.

low with the Center for Public Administration and Policy. A published author and speaker on
public policy and state regulatory issues nationally and internationally, Ms. Lemmie earned a
bachelor’s degree in Political Science and Urban Sociology from the University of Missouri and
a master’s degree in Urban Affairs/Public Policy Planning from Washington University. She has
completed post graduate work in economics at Virginia State University and executive leadership programs at Harvard University and the University of Virginia.
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Beth Offenbacker

As a Post-Doctoral Associate at Virginia Tech, Dr. Beth Offenbacker conducts research on
public engagement in the fields of urban planning (transportation/transit, housing land use
and the environment) and health (patient and public involvement programs). Her research
interests also include capacity-building in support of problem-solving and community viability. She has nearly 10 years’ experience as a university instructor and her dissertation used
inclusive management theory as a basis for extending existing conceptions of participation.
An award-winning writer/scholar, Dr. Offenbacker founded PublicDecisions.com, which connects people with best practices, emerging trends and leading thinkers in public engagement.
She developed and honed her strong project management skills as a consultant at Waterford, Inc. on a range of public, nonprofit and private sector projects over the past 25 years.
Dr. Offenbacker is active in several engagement-related professional organizations, including
the American Planning Association’s (APA) International Division and she played a leadership
role in creating its two award-winning professional development programs. She belongs to
the APA Technology Division and co-founded the APA Public Engagement Interest Group. A
Life Member of the International Association for Public Participation (where she co-founded
the Research Committee in 2002), she also belongs to the National Coalition for Dialogue &
Deliberation.

Poster by Candice Chu
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John Provo

John Randolph

Dr. John Provo is Director of Virginia Tech’s Office of Economic Development. John provides

John Randolph is Professor of Urban Affairs and Planning at Virginia Tech, where he has been

leadership for the office in the design and implementation of applied research and technical

on the faculty since 1979. He has a Ph.D. in civil engineering from Stanford, and B.M.E. in

assistance projects that link university and community resources to address the economic

mechanical engineering from Minnesota. Dr. Randolph was director of the Virginia Center for

development needs of the Commonwealth. He builds program partnerships and secures

Coal and Energy Research from 1988-1995, head of the Urban Affairs and Planning depart-

funding as a major point of contact between the office, academic departments within the Uni-

ment from 1995 to 2003 and 2008-09, director of the School of Public & International Affairs

versity, federal, state, and local governments, as well as other public and private sector lead-

from 2003 to 2008 and in 2011. He has authored more than 100 articles and reports and

ers. He develops and manages projects with communities, agencies, and companies around

two major textbooks, Environmental Land Use Planning and Management (2004, 2nd edition

Virginia, on a range of topics. Recent accomplishments include securing more than $10 mil-

2012) and Energy for Sustainability: Technology, Planning, Policy (with Gilbert Masters, 2008),

lion in three large federal grants for western Virginia in green jobs and health IT training and

both published by Island Press. He has researched community energy and environmental

curricular development and engineering technical assistance for transportation manufacturing

planning for more than 30 years. Randolph received the national 2006 William R. and June

equipment firms. John received his Ph.D. from the School of Urban Studies and Planning at

Dale Prize for excellence in Urban and Regional Planning and the statewide Virginia Energy

Portland State University. He received a master›s degree in Urban and Regional Planning from

Award in 1992 for his energy research. His 1991 evaluation of the Virginia Weatherization

Virginia Commonwealth University in 1999 and a bachelor›s degree in government from the

Program led to major changes in residential energy efficiency retrofit protocol that are still

College of William and Mary in 1989. While in Richmond, he worked for Virginia›s Secretary

in practice today. He has been principal or co-principal investigator on sponsored research

of Commerce and Trade on implementation of revisions to the state›s workforce development

totaling more than $2 million. He has been involved in the practice of community energy and

system. John presents regularly before scholarly and professional associations, and maintains

climate action planning, including directing the greenhouse emissions inventory for the Town

affiliations with the American Planning Association, University Economic Development Asso-

of Blacksburg and Virginia Tech, the Blacksburg energy efficiency and climate action plan-

ciation, and Virginia Economic Developers Association.

ning process, the Virginia Tech Climate Action Commitment and Sustainability Plan, and the
New River Valley Regional Energy Plan. He serves on the advisory committee of the Virginia
Municipal League’s Go Green Virginia program and the Board of Directors of the Virginia
Sustainable Building Network.
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Ken Reardon

Joe Rees

Kenneth M. Reardon currently serves as Professor and Director of the Graduate Division in

Joe Rees, a CPAP faculty member, received his PhD from the University of California at Berke-

City and Regional Planning at the University of Memphis where he is engaged in research,

ley. Before joining Virginia Tech, he taught at Texas A&M and the University of North Carolina

teaching and extension activities in the areas of neighborhood planning, community develop-

at Chapel Hill. The author of two books and various articles, he has a long-standing research

ment, municipal government reform, and community/university development partnerships.

interest in the regulation of high-hazard industries. His current research focuses on recent

Ken also co-directs, with Professor Katherine Lambert-Pennington of the Department of

developments in nuclear industry regulation.

Anthropology, three resident-led planning efforts in the South Memphis and Vance Avenue
neighborhoods of Memphis and in the nearby City of Brownsville, Tennessee. Prior to joining
the Memphis faculty, Ken served as an Associate Professor and Chairman of the Department of City and Regional Planning at Cornell University. While in Ithaca, Ken established the
Cornell Urban Scholars and Cornell Urban Mentors Programs that involved more than fifty
undergraduate and graduate students in participatory action research projects in New York
City. In 2005, he created the New Orleans Planning Initiative that involved more than ninety
planning students from Cornell, Columbia, and the University of Illinois in the creation of a
post-recovery plan for the Lower 9th Ward of New Orleans. Before joining the Cornell faculty,
Ken served as an Assistant and Associate Professor of Urban and Regional Planning at the
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign where he established the East St. Louis Action
Research Project. Ken received his Bachelor of Arts in Sociology from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst in 1976, his Master of Regional Planning at Hunter College of the City
of New York in 1984, and his Ph.D. in City and Regional Planning at Cornell University in 1990.
Following the completion of his Ph.D., Ken completed a Post-doctoral Research Fellowship in
Social Justice and Minority Communities at the University of Minnesota.
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Patrick Roberts

Joe Schilling

Patrick S. Roberts is an assistant professor in the Center for Public Administration and Policy

As Associate Director of the Metropolitan Institute Professor Schilling leads the Institute’s

in the School of Public and International Affairs at Virginia Tech in Alexandria, Virginia. He

Sustainable Communities and Urban Regeneration initiatives that explore the intersection of

holds a Ph.D. in Government from the University of Virginia, and he has been a postdoctoral

policy, planning and collaboration in the development of sustainable regions, communities

fellow at the Center for International Security and Cooperation at Stanford University and at

and neighborhoods. His field work serves as a living laboratory for research, service learning,

the Program on Constitutional Government at Harvard University. He spent 2010-11 as the

and policy change by extracting and disseminating model programs and practices through

Ghaemian Junior Scholar-in-Residence at the University of Heidelberg Center for American
Studies in Germany. He has also been a reporter for the Associated Press. Patrick has published in a variety of scholarly and popular journals, and his research has been funded by the
National Science Foundation, the United States Naval Laboratories, the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, and the SocialScience Research Council. His current project is a book
manuscript about the history of disaster management in the United States.

case studies, studios, and policy charrettes. Schilling is an accomplished public policy facilitator having led dozens of research, policy, and community forums. With support from the Ford
Foundation, the Institute recently launched a virtual platform (www.vacantpropertyresearch.
com) for facilitating trans-disciplinary research and learning among scholars, policymakers
and practitioners. As part of the Ford grant Schilling co-authored a new American Planning
Association special report on Cities in Transition that provides a strategic policy planning
framework for distressed communities. Later this year a new book by Penn Press (The City
After Abandonment) will include a chapter by Schilling on the Promise of Sustainability Planning for Regenerating Shrinking Cities. As part of the White House’s Strong Cities, Strong
Communities initiative, Schilling is working with the German Marshall Fund and Cleveland
State to develop, manage, and evaluate a mid-career fellowship program for six pilot cities.
From 2004-2009 Schilling led several instrumental policy assessments as a founding member
of the National Vacant Properties Campaign (e.g., Cleveland (2004), Dayton (2004), Buffalo
(2006), Toledo (2008) and Youngstown/Mahoning County (2009).

His current field work in-

cludes policy case studies on the Groundwork Trusts’ urban greening initiatives as a Senior
Advisor with the Center for Community Progress. Schilling holds a Masters of Environmental
Law and Policy from George Washington University.
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Kathryn Shackelford

Max Stephenson

Kathryn Shackelford is a second year candidate in the Masters of Urban and Regional Plan-

Max Stephenson Jr. currently serves as Associate Professor of Public and International Af-

ning at Virginia Tech specializing in urban design. She received her Bachelors of Arts in

fairs and Director of the Virginia Tech Institute for Policy and Governance. He is the author of

Architecture with Honors at Ball State University in 2009 where she participated in numer-

more than 40 articles and book chapters. Stephenson is most recently the author, with Laura

ous design charrettes and community based projects. She was an active student leader on

Zanotti, of Peacebuilding through Community-Based NGOs: Paradoxes and Possibilities

the national and local level in the American Institute of Architecture Students and Kappa

Sterling, Va.: Kumarian Press, 2012 and (also with Laura Zanotti) editor of Building Walls and

Delta Sorority. Kathryn focuses her research on policy and design in post-industrial and dis-

Making Borders: Social Imaginaries and the Challenge of Alterity. London: Ashgate Publish-

tressed communities. She currently works at the Community Design Assistance Center on

ers, 2012. He is at work on a book concerning Haiti as an exemplar of a post-disaster fragile

the Streetscapes of Virginia main street revitalization guidebook, and acts as a researcher for

state. He is also interested in and conducts research concerning humanitarian relief, higher

the International Archive of Women in Architecture. This summer, Ms. Shackelford will be

education and pedagogical issues and environmental and ecological justice and politics. He

assisting NASA and Architecture for Humanity on a collaborative effort to explore innovative

teaches courses concerned with civil society organizations, both domestic and international

sustainable habitats at the Launch Forum in Pasadena, California. She plans to complete her

in character.

practicum assessing the transformative impact of good urban design in distressed communities and graduate this December. Originally from Southern Indiana, Kathryn is familiar with
distressed Mid Western communities and hopes to return to the region after graduation to
assist in their rehabilitation efforts.
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Sarah Surak

Ed Walker

Sarah Surak is a Ph.D. candidate at Virginia Tech. Her dissertation, entitled “Bringing in the

Ed Walker is a social entrepreneur, and lawyer based in Roanoke, Virginia. He is the Manag-

Garbage: Opening a Critical Space for Vehicle Disposal Practices,” analyzes the policies and

ing Member of ReGeneration Partners, LLC and CityWorks, LLC. His mixed-use urban rede-

theories underlying German vehicle recycling laws. Her areas of expertise include environ-

velopment projects seek to strengthen at-risk city settings using an interdisciplinary approach

mental politics, environmental political theory, social theory, industrial ecology, comparative

across five spheres of influence: arts & design, new media & knowledge, food & drink, social

politics and German politics. Sarah holds a BA in political science and a Masters of Public

entrepreneurship & investment, and key aspects of good government including politics, policy

Administration from the University of Tennessee, Knoxville. Before returning to school to com-

and citizenship. Walker attended St. Andrews University in Scotland, the University of North

plete her Ph.D., she worked for five years coordinating campus greening activities at the Uni-

Carolina at Chapel Hill, and the Washington and Lee University School of Law. He lives in

versity of Tennessee—first as a recycling coordinator and then as the sustainability manager.

Roanoke with his wife, Katherine, and two sons.

She has presented her research at a variety of conferences ranging from the International
Society of Solid Waste Management and Technology to the Western Political Science As-

Walker attended St. Andrews University in Scotland, the University of North Carolina at Cha-

sociation annual meeting. In the fall she will join the faculty of Salisbury University in Maryland

pel Hill, and the Washington and Lee University School of Law. He lives in Roanoke with his

as an assistant professor with joint appointments in both the Departments of Political Science

wife, Katherine, and two sons.

and Environmental Studies.
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Kris Wernstedt

James Wolf

Kris Wernstedt, Associate Professor in Virginia Tech’s School of Public and International Af-

Professor and Program Director (NOVA), Center for Public Administration & Policy, Virginia

fairs, has worked for the last two decades on a variety of international and domestic policy

Tech. Previous Positions: Director, Center for Public Administration & Policy (1991-97); As-

and planning topics related to natural resources and environmental quality, with emphases on

sociate Professor Center for Public Administration & Policy (1978-97); Instructor, University

brownfields revitalization, land development, climate variability and change, water resources,

of Southern California (1975-78). Education: Dr. Wolf received his education from LaSalle

hard rock mining, hazards, decision making under risk and uncertainty, and regulatory and

College, Cornell University Graduate School of Business & Public Administration, and the Uni-

legislative reform. His current research focuses on green infrastructure, the influence of cli-

versity of Southern California, School of Public Administration. Major Areas of Specialization:

mate change on stormwater runoff, and the use of seasonal climate forecasts in flood plan-

Complex organizations and the applied behavioral sciences, regionalism and metropolitan

ning and management. His work mixes planning and economics, using both qualitative and

transportation planning, and organizational development programs for public agencies.

quantitative approaches. Federal sponsors of his work have included the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, U.S. Geological Survey, and National Science Foundation, while the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy, Mellon Foundation, and the Active Living Research program of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
comprise some of his non-federal sponsors. He has published in a range of outlets, including
the Journal of Policy Analysis and Management, Journal of Urban Affairs, Journal of the
American Planning Association, Journal of Environmental Economics and Management,
Conservation Biology, Policy Studies Journal, Natural Resource Journal, and the Journal
of the American Water Resources Association. Kris earned a PhD in City and Regional Planning from Cornell University and an MS in Water Resources Management from the University
of Wisconsin. Prior to joining Virginia Tech in 2006, he worked for 15 years at Resources for
the Future (RFF), a non-profit, non-advocacy research organization in Washington, DC.
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Laura Zanotti

Yang Zhang

Laura Zanotti is an Associate Professor of Political Science at Virginia Tech. Her research and

Yang Zhang is an assistant professor of urban planning at Virginia Tech. Dr. Zhang is inter-

teaching include critical political theory as well as international organizations, UN peacekeep-

ested in natural hazards mitigation, post-disaster recovery, and climate change planning. He

ing, democratization and the role of NGOs in post-conflict governance. Her book, entitled

also has expertise in Geographic Information System (GIS) and planning support systems.

Governing Disorder: United Nations Peace Operations, International Security, and Democ-

His research includes both domestic and international focuses. The primary focus of Zhang’s

ratization in the Post Cold War Era, Penn State University Press (2011), uses Foucauldian

research is the dynamic interaction between natural systems and human activities. His recent

theoretical tools to address the political imaginaries and unintended consequences of peace-

work examines adaptive policies that encompass policy formulation, policy evaluation, ca-

keeping in Haiti and in Croatia. Other aspects of Zanotti’s research include reflections on

pacity building, and policy adjustments, especially through the lens of urban system recovery

postmodernism and the ontologies and epistemologies of international relations scholarship.

following catastrophic environmental disasters and adaptive human behavior. Zhang’s recent

She has published in numerous peer reviewed journal, such as Alternatives, International

research has been funded by the National Science Foundation, the Virginia Sea Grant, and

Peacekeeping, The Journal of International Relations and Development, Security Dialogue,

the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy. Publication of this work has appeared in top planning jour-

Third World Quarterly and Global Policy and contributed chapters to several edited books.

nals, including the Journal of American Planning Association, the Journal of Planning Educa-

More recently, she has co-authored a volume on NGOs in post -conflict (entitled Building

tion and Research, Environment and Planning B, and Environment and Behavior, several book

Peace and Human Security through NGOs: Paradoxes and Possibilities) and co- edited a

chapters, and a book. Zhang’s work has been acknowledged by peers and the media in the

book on walls and security (entitled Building Walls and Making Borders: Social Imaginaries

United States and abroad. In 2009, he was selected as a Next Generation Research Fellow

and the Challenge of Alterity) with Max Stephenson. Both books are in press with Kumarian

by a NSF-sponsored fellowship program. He is also a research fellow of the Peking Univer-

and Ashgate respectively. Prior to joining Virginia Tech, Zanotti worked for about ten years

sity – Lincoln Institute of Land Policy’s Joint Center for Urban Development and Land Policy.

at the United Nations in New York and in peacekeeping operations where she served both in

Development Asia Magazine (published by the Asia Development Bank), the Miller-McCune

administration and as a political advisor.

Magazine, and the Roanoke Times have covered his research projects.
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Credits
Credits for this conference:
Conceptualisation and organisation: Anne Khademian, Anja H. Bieri
Working group for the organisation of the discussions: Margaret Cowell, Giselle Datz, Sonia
Hirt, Derek Hyra, Patrick Roberts, Joe Schilling, together with Anne Khademian, Anja H. Bieri
Graphic design for the entire conference PR material: Candice Chu, SOVA
Volunteers (if some names are not listed then it is because they generously offered to volunteer for our conference after this booklet went to press. Many thanks also to them!):
Boris Bruk, Selma Elouardighi, Jenn Gooding, Swetha Kumar, Kate Preston.
Many thanks to Amanda Fawkes for coordinating the volunteers.
Many thanks to filmmaker Justin Fine for his work on video interviews and to Beth Offenbacker for her support, thank you also to Houston Griffith for his audio-visual support.
Special thanks to Bob Stripling for his generous outreach and assistance, to the SPIA staff
team of Krystal Wrigth and Melanie Darden, and to the Program Chairs Brian Cook, Timothy
W. Luke, Tom Sanchez for their support and efforts in organising the conference.
Many thanks to Fralin Life Science Institute for hosting us.
Catering: Our Daily Bread, French Bakery in Blacksburg, VA

Credits for this booklet:
Texts for this program booklet were written by: Anne Khademian, Joe Schilling and Robert
A. Beauregard, Margaret Cowell and Patrick Roberts, Derek Hyra, Sonia Hirt, Anja H. Bieri.
Biographies were written by the participants.
Designed and edited by Anja H. Bieri
Cover photo by Candice Chu
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